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Slaveryond
Freedom
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} Enslaved people cut sugarcane on the Caribbean island of Antigua in 1823. The British Library (Public Domain) | Photo Courtesy : www.britannica.com

dam Smith realized the truth about
lavery that it was the most expensive
rm of production although it added
amazing amount of wealth to those who
harnessed slave labour in running, for
example, the sugar plantations in the West
Indies. It has been noted historically that
the Classical Greco-Roman civilization built
its magnificent edifice on the exasperating
labour of slaves. In the wake of modern
colonialism we come across slavery in the
New World—Atlantic Slavery—which was
qualitatively different from the forms of
slavery that existed historically till then.
Atlantic Slavery involved transportation—
the Middle Passage—of more than eleven
million African men, women and Children

to the Americas and the Caribbean. Various
forms of slavery and associated regimes of
unfreedom prevailed in medieval Europe,
Russia and other places including China.
The Japanese had the slaves referred to
Burakumin. Slave labour was the norm

for most periods of Indian history too.

This brief reference to slavery shows its
globality although diversity of slavery and
unfreedom makes it impossible to arrive at
a universally acceptable definition of the
phenomenon. Therefore, what is required is
to note the existence of diverse conditions
of slavery along with the domination of
slave owners who perpetuated the system
and who enjoyed unbridled freedom over
the slaves they controlled. While slavery has

been structured by the dominant classes

of masters, it is apparent that all discourses
around the question of freedom was also
the contribution of the slave owners or the
dominant elites and intellectuals of the
slave society who did not find slavery as

an anathema to their social existence. On
the contrary, most of them found slavery as
normal and necessary for the existence and
flourishing of their societies and economies.
We read about the justification of slavery by
the great political thinkers such as Aristotle
and Plato. The situation was not different

in the Roman world where also read about
massive slave rebellions. Itis necessary

to note that the same thinkers theorized

on most aspects of human life including
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» freedom. Such fundamental contradictions
continued throughout history when it
came to human freedom. The period of
European history often referred to as Age
of Enlightenment, also witnessed the
most horrific experience of the slavery of
African people who were transshipped to
the Americas in millions. Likewise feminist
scholarship critiqued the underside of
much hyped historical categories such as
the renaissance in Europe and by extension
in many other parts of the world. Yet, it
isimportant to see the critical ideas of
humanism, scientific rationality, critique
of religion and a fundamental emphasis
of human freedom among others gaining
ground and transforming societies and the
mental world of people. It does not mean
that the entire societies changed. The
significant aspect is the possibility of critical
ideas such as humanism gaining ground
that would one day help transforming the
oppressed and the enslaved millions across
the globe.

As I mentioned earlier it was the labour of
variously enslaved humanity that sustained
the economy and society of India across
the centuries. However, we hardly find the
ideas of freedom and equality as becoming
endemic to the political and moral
discourses in India. A qualitative change to
this situation happens only with the coming
of the Buddha. Yet the manner in which
ordinary people, who were denied of their
humanity understood and enjoyed freedom
remains a vital question notwithstanding
the critique offered to the entrenched social
practices by Buddhism. We do have definite
references to the enslaved conditions of the
masses who were engaged in agricultural
production and did not possess anything
except their labour power. From a historical
point of view the situation becomes far
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more certain when we consider historical
developments at least from the sixteenth
century onwards. There are huge amount of
historical data explicating the prevalence of
slavery in different parts of India, recorded
in both Indian as well as foreign sources.
However, the analysis of such sources

had encountered a host of problems, the
foremost among them being the denial of
the existence of slavery in India by historians
and other social scientists. In fact, for a long
time historians and other social scientists

in India would deny the existence of slavery
in India. Indrani Chatterjee in one of her
seminal essays referred to this situation as
‘abolition by denial’. This situation demands
some exposition of the reigning theories of
slavery in South Asia. One of the arguments
powerfully propounded was the power of
the colonial archiving and the discourse of
slavery that made all forms of unfreedom

as slavery and situating them in the context
of the impediments to the onward march

of the idea of progress that is epitomized

in freedom. While this sophisticated
argument does not deny unfreedom
existing in its various manifestations in

India including the case of Kamia system
under analysis, where exactly we place

the prevalence of slavery in India that may
vary drastically in their manifestation in

the everyday practices. A close look at the
sources pertaining to slavery in Kerala,

for instance would show the prevalence

of chattel slavery for centuries which is
perhaps older than the history of slavery in
the Atlantic world. Chattel slavery is not the
same as debt slavery or bonded labour as

it existed in various parts of India including
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Kerala. While we acknowledge the power
of the discourse of freedom in framing

the colonial official agenda with regard to
bonded labour, it is equally important to
acknowledge that often the idea of freedom
draws heavily from its elite conceptions.

It raises again the perennial question of
freedom as an inalienable aspect of human
life. What I wish to problematize is the
existence of the notion of freedom among
humans even as notion of freedom was
coterminous with the ideas of domination
in the form of enslavement. In other words,
if historically some sections of society
thought freedom to be their privilege, the
same idea of freedom must have occurred
to the enslaved humanity too as they had
been witnessing the elite life practices.
I'think this debate on ‘social death’ that
slavery represented will continue ‘until the
lions have their historians’ to unsettle and
demolish the triumphant narratives of ‘the
hunters’ °
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Unfreedoms

2022 marks the 75" year of Indian
independence, which under normal
circumstances is an extremely significant
landmark for any postcolonial country. Yet
instead of a country that ought to have lived
up to the promises of its fine Constitution,
we find that as a society we face serious
problems, with a proliferation of not merely
violence, but all forms of ‘unfreedoms.” The
questions confronting us as historians, and
students of history, are how to go beyond
denunciations of such practices, and provide
ways to understand such phenomena. To
take one example - in Kerala, the different
forms of violence and discrimination faced
by girls and women are alarming, and have
deep roots, and reflects a reality that’s
contrary to earlier analyses that speaks of
the region as far more gender just than other
parts of India. On closer examination it is
evident that these older assumptions were
based on a small section of the population
(propertied savarna matrilineal, and elite
Christian, women) and even in their case
did not take into account a variety of issues

like women’s labour, employment statistics,
freedom of movement and mobility, and
rights over their body, sexuality and marital
choices. In present day Kerala, we can see
any numbers of instances of domestic
violence; the burden of domestic labour,
including care work, which is naturalized as
feminine, and finds no recompense; career
breaks in the case of women in formal
employment; trauma of girls and women

in same-sex relationships, often leading

to suicides; ghettoized lives in ‘colonies’
that keeps alive older forms of caste
discrimination; norms laid down by religious
communities which invariably means
policing the lives of women, to mention
just a few of the problems confronting

G. ARUNIMA
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women. More than four decades of excellent
research has shown that the famous ‘Kerala
model’ was limited in its conceptualization,
and hence produced erroneous results.

The task before the historian thus is to prise
open the cracks and fissures, to understand
the roots of all forms of inequality and
unfreedom in Kerala. This is far more

urgent at the moment than engagingin an
easy celebration that ignores the complex
histories, and reality, of the region. °
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I KCHR PROJECT UPDATES

he project Flood, Archives and Memories studies the 2018 floods

in Keralam through the archival records and the memories of
people who experienced the floods. Data collection phase of this
project is nearly complete. This includes semi-structured interviews,
reports from governmental and non-governmental departments,
newspaper reports, photographs, literary sources, and archival and
literary sources related to the 1924 floods. A total of eighty interviews
were completed as part of the process. These are currently being
transcribed and analyzed. The experiential dimensions of the floods,
human- environment interactions, and social relations are some of
the aspects that are focused in the analysis. The role of government
and other non-governmental agencies in relief and rescue activities
are studied from the reports. Newspaper reports of the 2018 floods
are being digitized with the view that these will become part of
a digital repository on the 2018 floods. The newspapers include
Malayala Manorama, Mathrubhumi, Kerala Kaumudi, Desabhimani,
Madhyamam, The Hindu, and The New Indian Express. In addition,
relevant print magazines are also being digitized. Currently,
digitization of Malayala Manorama, Mathrubhumi, The Hindu,
Kerala Kaumudi, and Desabhimani is complete. Simultaneously, a
preliminary classification of the news into various subheads has also

been done.
°
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Madupatty Bungalows after floods 1924 4

Archiving the Flood News - The team digitizing the newspapers <
Photo by Hitha V.
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DIGITIZING
KERALA'S
PAST

Digitizing Kerala’s Past (DKP) envisages the collection and creation of a digital repository
and archive of various sources related to Kerala, for the benefit of researchers in history and
other social sciences.

@e digitization and transcription of the and returned. We have currently digitized 70

iaries of late Professor T. I. Poonen volumes of his diaries spanning from 1921
is an ongoing project under the Digitizing - 1976, written in English. Transcription of
Kerala’s Past (DKP). Professor Poonen the digitized volumes is underway. Sixteen
has made important contributions to the of the volumes have been transcribed
historiography of Kerala, especially on with public participation. Apart from
the Dutch and Portuguese presence in the glimpses into the intellectual life of
the region. The diaries, loaned from the Professor Poonen and as a historian and
Department of History, Union Christian a teacher, the diaries would offer a fresh
College, Aluva, where Professor Poonen archive to scholars interested in institutional
spent a part of his rich academic career histories and facets of the everyday. °

(from 1921 until his retirement as the Head
of the Department of History) were digitized

A page in the diary (1944) 4

Scan here for the diaries of
Professor T. I. Poonnen
Professor T. . Poonnen 4
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B KCHR PROJECT UPDATES

FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE
FOR RESEARCH
PROJECTS

KCHR provides financial assistance for research projects under
the umbrella project, Conservation of Historical Heritage of Kerala

Trade Induced ‘World-ing’

of Merchants from Malabar:
Cosmopolitan Moments in the Family
History of Keyis of Thalaserry

Principal Investigator

Professor M. H. llias, School of Gandhian
Thought and Development Studies,
Mahatma Gandhi University

The Keyis (the Persian word ‘Keyi’ means
the owner of a ship), a merchant family
from Thalaserry of Northern part of Malabar
occupies a pivotal position in the early
modern Indian Ocean trade. The project

is an attempt to reposition the history of
the Keyi family within the framework of
cosmopolitanism. The research explores
hitherto unused alternative sources of
maritime history in which Malabar had a
greater role to play. °
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Buddha Tradition: Festivals of Temples
in Kerala and Asian Countries

Principal Investigator
Professor B. Premlet, MES Institute of
Technology and Management, Kollam

The study explores the possible correlation
of Kettukazhcha and Buddha tradition from
a historical point of view. The objective

of the study is to investigate the influence

of Buddhism on present day festivals,
especially in the southern part of Kerala. It
also attempts a comparative study of such
festivals in other parts of the globe with
Buddhist influence, such as Japan, Bhutan,
Srilanka, Bali and Taiwan. )

Documentary on Fr. Joseph Taffrel:
AVisual Documentation of Fr. Joseph
Taffrel and his Social Services

Principal Investigator
Rajesh Chirappadu and Robin Varghese

The project proposes a documentary that
intends to record the life and work of

Fr. Joseph Taffrel S. J. (1905-1988). He was

a missionary of the Italian Catholic Mission,
popular as Chirakkal Mission in North
Malabar, who worked among the Pulaya
community. The documentary would
visually articulate the experience of social
change among Dalit Christians and their
struggles to overcome the structure of caste
oppression. )
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Oral Narratives of Malabar Rebellion

Author: Shamshad Hussain K. T.
Publisher: Sahithya Pravarthaka
Co-operative Society Ltd., 2020
ISBN : 978-93-89495-86-7

Collection type : General Reference
Accession number : 13757

Call number : G 954.83 HUS
Status :On Shelf

201601I@ &eNalo - AR CEGEB

Malabar Rebellion :- Historical Sources
Author: R. K. Bijuraj

Publisher: Olive Publications, 2021
ISBN : 9789390339112

Collection type : General Reference
Accession number : 13720

Call number :G954.83BIJ
Status :On Shelf

KCHR LIBRARY A0

NEW

ARRIVALS IN
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British Colonialism in Malabar

Author: K.K.N. Kurup
Publisher : Mathrubhumi Books, 2019
ISBN : 9788182680890

Collection type : General Reference
Accession number : 13747

Call number :954.83 KUR
Status :On Shelf

Peasant Revolt in Malabar: A History
of the Malabar Rebellion, 1921

Author: R. H. Hitchcock
Publisher: Manohar Publishers &
Distributors, 2019

ISBN : 9789388540261

Collection type : General
Accession number : 12806

Call number :G954.83 HIT
Status :On Shelf

KCHR LIBRARY
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KCHR Library, Thiruvananthapuram

400 New Books

e recently enriched our library collection

with more than 400 new books in various
Sections viz; religion, gender studies, caste, cultural
studies, folklore, archaeology, Indian history, local
history, family history, and biographies of eminent
personalities. In addition we have added 43 volumes
of Epigraphia Indica and 42 volumes of South Indian
Inscriptions to our linguistic section.

KCHR Library, Pattanam has enhanced its
collection with books in Epigraphy and Inscriptions.
Annual Reports on Indian Epigraphy (1887 - 1905 to
2018-19; 53 Annual reports), Corpus Inscriptionum
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Indicarum (Vol Il to VII), 43 volumes of Epigraphia
Indica, Epigraphia Indica: Arabic & Persian
Supplement (1907 to 1977; 19 Volumes), South
Indian Inscriptions (43 Volumes), Annual Report of
Archaeological Survey of India (1902 - 03 to 1938 -
39; 41 Reports), Topographical list of North Indian
Inscriptions (1945 - 1994), Topographical list of South
Indian Inscriptions (1973 - 1994), Topographical list
of inscriptions from Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Kerala, Pondicherry and Tamil Nadu (1936-1972),
Dynastic list of Copper plate inscriptions: noticed

in ARIE from 1887-1969 and A Copper-plate hoard
of the Gupta period from Bagh, Madhya Pradesh

are the valuable additions in this section. °
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1921 Malabar
Rebellion

e have a good collection of books

related to the Malabar Rebellion
in our library. Malabar Kalapam:
Prabhutwathinum Rajavazhchakkumethire
by KN. Panikkar, Malabar Kalapathinte
Aahwanam edited by S. N. Sajith, Malabar
Kalapam by K. Madhavan Nair, The
Malabar Rebellion by M. Gangadharan,
Peasant Protests and Revolts in Malabar
edited by K. N. Panikkar, Dutch Hegemony
in Malabar and its Collapse (A. D. 1663 -
1795) by T. I. Poonen are some among
them. Peasant Revolt in Malabar: A History
of the Malabar Rebellion, 1921 by R. H.
Hitchcock is also available for reference. @

KCHR Library, Thiruvananthapuram | Photo: Jishnu S. Chandran, KCHR 4

@e emergence of Covid-19 and its

apid spread has forced us to close our
library doors to visitors for a period. But,
we manage to assist our users by providing
required information through online
means. We have reopened the library at
Thiruvananthapuram on 15th November
2021. Following the pandemic preparedness
protocols, our library opens on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 10.30 am

to 4.30 pm. The access to the library is
restricted to two users a day.

Users have to book online their
convenient slots for using the library
at Thriuvanathapuram. They will be

allotted sanitised spaces in the library
for reference. Though the bookshelves
are now a closed access area for the
users, our staff will provide you with
assistance in fetching you the right books
you search for. We have implemented
quarantine policies on returned books

You know the uncertainties in the pandemic
times... We will be updating our service
policy if required. Please review the link for
our updates and to book the slots for visiting

the library. Scan here for book
www.kchr.ac.in/archive/254/KCHR-Library- the slots for visiting
Slot-Booking.html ® thelibrary.
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. KCHR PATTANAM ACTIVITIES

SCHOOL OF
EPIGRAPHICAL
STUDIES

Certificate Course
in the Study of Old
Scripts

@Iasses for the first batch of students
commenced on 27th November 2021
at Pattanam Campus. The classes in lecture
and practical modes are being held on
weekends. The batch of 12 students from
varying academic backgrounds has a deep
interest in epigraphy. Prof. M R Raghava
Varier, Course Honorary Director,

Prof. Susmita Basu Majumdar, Department
of Ancient Indian History and Culture,
University of Calcutta, Dr. T. S. Ravishankar,
Rtd. Director, ASI Epigraphy Branch, Mysore,
Dr. E Sreejith, Department of History,
Government Arts and Science College,
Kozhikode, Dr. V. Selvakumar, Department
of Maritime History and Marine Archaeology,
Tamil University and Dr. G. Sajina, School
of Cultural Heritage Studies, Thunchathu
Ezhuthachan Malayalam University, Tirur
have delivered classes on the preliminary

12 [ KCHR NEWSLETTER
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topics in North Indian Brahmi, Tamil Brahmi
and Vattezhuthu. Scholars from different
parts of India and abroad will be giving
classes in the upcoming weeks.

The campus library has recently enhanced
its collection of books related to Epigraphy.
The collection includes Epigraphia Indica

(43 volumes), Annual Report on Indian
Epigraphy (1887 - 1905 to 2018-19), Corpus
Inscriptionum Indicarum (Vol 2 to 7),

South Indian Inscriptions (43 Volumes),
Indian Archaeology Review, Topographical
list of North Indian Inscriptions (1945-
1994), Topographical list of North Indian
Inscriptions (1973-1994), Karandai Sangam
plates of Rajendra Chola I, Epigraphs of
Madhya Pradesh and The Gavimath and
Palkigundu inscriptions of Ashok. KCHR
plans to set up the estampage collection
tooin the library in the near future. °

First Batch of students with Professor Michael Tharakan,
Professor M. R. Raghava Varier and
Dr. T. S. Ravishankar

} Photo: Jishnu S. Chandran, KCHR



A Pandemic and
the Politics of Life

KCHR INTERVENTIONS A

SCHOLARLY
REFLECTIONS ON
CONTEMPORARY

04

Professor Ranabir Samaddar

Distinguished Chair in Migration and Forced Migration Studies,

Culcutta Research Group, Kolkata

14th June 2021, 05.00 PM
in Zoom

olitics of Life indicates a reorientation of

politics towards issues of life and death,
in other words, reorienting political issues
as being those of life and death. It emerges
from the conjunctures of history when life
and death become the most crucial issues
of social life, such as moments of crises
like a massive war, famine, pestilence, or
epidemic, when life questions become
paramount. At the core of the politics of
life is bio-politics from below, which may
be understood as a congealed form of the
response of the lower classes in society
to the crisis of life, such as in the present
epidemiological crisis, and the threat of
impending death. As such, it stands face-
to-face with biopolitics from above, which
takes the form of neoliberal rule. Neoliberal
rule realises itself by transforming the issues
of life into those of market accessibility and
productivity, and of a rational calculation of
‘necessary deaths’ in order to ensure social
life. Bio-politics from below is fundamentally
horizontal in nature. The solidarity it evokes
and the trust it bases itself on in order to

protect life run along a horizontal line. A
politics of life needs vertical mobilisation
as well as horizontal mobilisation to
become hegemonic. Such a combination
of horizontal and vertical mobilisation on
issues of life suggests a new form of public
power which will facilitate the horizontal
mobilisation of social power to protect life,
and at the same time, will be able to invoke
collective power to do so. Its function of
facilitating social mobilisation on issues of
life is predicated on its capacity to create
trust among ordinary people in its general
power to protect society. In the realm of
bio-politics from below, which displays in
capillary form the values of care, protection,
and solidarity, the issue of the protection
of the migrant, and in particular, migrant
labour, assumes critical significance. A
crisis such as an epidemic reveals the
organic composition of bio-politics and
bio-power. The speaker made an attempt
to analyse this organic composition

which leads us to an appreciation of the
phenomenon of the politics of life. ®

ISSUES

The Covid-19 Pandemic
in India: Data, Stories
and Myths

05

Dr. Murad Banaji

Mathematician,
Middlesex University, London

22nd July 2021, 03.00 PM
in Zoom

@e speaker explored how the
pidemic and the stories about it

evolved together. He opined that even

as government discourse became more
and more implausible, self-contradictory,
and ultimately dangerous, the push-

back against this discourse was muted,
and largely confined to scientists, social
scientists and journalists outside the
mainstream. He points that when the
history of the Indian epidemic is written

it will be important to recognize the role
of poor data and weak transparency; but
equally important will be to recognize

the deeper weaknesses which allowed
misleading stories about COVID-19 in India
to become dominant, to such tragic effect. ®
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Revaluing India’s
Welfare Workers

21

Dr. Sreerekha Sathi

The International Institute of Social Studies
(ISS), Erasmus University Rotterdam,
The Netherlands.

31st May 2021, 03.00 PM

described that Covid-19 has

amatically impacted the labour and
life worlds of women welfare workers.
While these workers experience increasing
incidences of violence against them along
with long delays in wages, hundreds
of pregnant women from marginalized
communities in India have died in the past
year due to lack of access to basic health
services. The impact of the pandemic has
revealed the basic flows in our welfare
system. It has also taught to revalue the
contribution of women in state welfare
schemes. In globalized/corporatized India,
healthcare and subsistence work for the
poor is continually at odds with political
economic restructuring from above. In this
context, the speaker discussed the need for
restructuring of welfare work in globalized/
corporatized India. °

?r. Sreerekha Sathi, in her presentation
s
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Legible Script and
Scribe

MARATHI HANDWRITING IN THE
AGE OF PRINT

22

Dr. Prachi Deshpande

Associate Professor in History, Centre for
Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata

11th June 2021, 03.00 PM

he arrival of print and the expansion
f colonial education over the 19th

century triggered the standardization of
many regional Indian languages. There
were efforts to standardize grammars
and textbooks, and to reform scripts
and orthography. Print not only brought
typefaces and printed books, but also
prompted changes in practices of reading
and writing, including handwriting. This talk
examined the wider world of handwriting in
the Marathi language in the later nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. Through
a closer look at writers and their hands
and pens in offices, courts & sites of police
surveillance, it explores ideas about literacy,
legibility, efficiency and publicity that
undergirded the emergent bureaucratic
framework in western India. These ideas
and practices were critical to the successful
claims for linguistic statehood by the mid-
twentieth century. [

‘Convinced about
Knowing Little’

COLONIAL KNOWLEDGE
PRODUCTION IN GRIERSON'S
LINGUISTIC SURVEY OF INDIA
(1903-1928)

23

Professor Javed Majeed

Professor of English and Comparative
Literature, King’s College London, UK

22nd June 2021, 03.00 PM

@rawing on his recent two-volume study

of Grierson’s Linguistic Survey of India

903-1928), the speaker tried to discuss

the multiple axes, conflicting strands, and

productive paradoxes of colonial knowledge

in the LSI. In particular, he addressed the
following questions:

«  What do the terms ‘India’, ‘Survey’, and
‘knowledge’ mean in the Linguistic Survey
of India?

+ Inwhat sense is the Survey ‘colonial’?

+  Whatis the relationship between
superintending and authoring in the
Survey?

«  What role does ignorance, doubt, and
loss play in the Survey’s generation of
knowledge in relation to the failure of the
planned Linguistic Survey of Burma?

+ Finally, how might we think about the
LSI’s postcolonial legacy? °

State Narratives of
Mortuary Work in
Colonial India

24

Sohini Chattopadhyay

Research Scholar, Department of History,
Columbia University

06th July 2021, 03.00 PM

he presentation outlined a brief history
f mortuary work in colonial India from

case studies in colonial Bombay and Bengal
Presidencies perusing official documents
such as hospital, police, and municipal
reports. It suggests how caste-based work
became central to modernizing projects of
death management such as the creation
of public burial grounds, implementation
of incinerators, and the use of dissection.
Simultaneously, these documents also
demonstrate how elite public health experts
and medical professionals displayed
discomfort in acknowledging that caste-
based work was foundational to practices
they considered ‘modern’ and ‘scientific’
This presentation is an invitation to think
about how official bureaucratic transactions
managed the relationship between science
and social difference in colonial India. It is
also an invitation to discuss the legacies of
the pastin our present. ®
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Is Vaccine Hesitancy
Anti-Science?

A REVIEW OF RESISTANCE IN
INTERNATIONAL AND GLOBAL
HEALTH PROGRAMMES

25

Professor
Sanjoy Bhattacharya

Professor in the History of Medicine,
Department of History & Director

Centre for Global Health Histories (CGHH)
University of York, UK

15th July 2021, 03.00 PM

'i rawing on detailed research into the
implementation of smallpox control
and eradication efforts at different levels
of Indian administration, examining
interactions between international and
national officials and complex societal
structures, the speaker made an attempt to
ask who and what was sometimes resisted?
Was it the vaccines, the vaccinator or those
considered to be responsible for designing
immunisation campaigns? What roles did
on-field implementers play in creating
specific narratives of resistance? How can
we excavate a diversity of ‘genuine’ voices in
order to better plan for the future? °
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Imagining the Banda

Massacre
IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY DUTCH REPUBLIC

26

Dr. Manjusha Kuruppath

Lecturer, Brasenose College, University of Oxford
12th August, 2021, 03.00 PM

he story of the Banda massacre is a familiar one. In 1621, the

Dutch East India Company undertook the conquest of the Banda
islands in Eastern Indonesia. Led by Jan Pieterszoon Coen, this was a
culmination of their bid to wrest control of the production and trade
of nutmeg and mace. With the conquest of the islands, the Dutch put
an end to their reliance on the Bandanese for the procurement of
the coveted spices and snuffed out English and Portuguese designs
on theislands. In the process of the takeover, they were confronted
with Bandanese resistance. Many died in battle, others perished in
hunger trying to evade Dutch capture or were taken captive as slaves
to Batavia. The massacre however was not always received with
the unadulterated horror that it now does. In fact, it was only in the
nineteenth century that the episode received overwhelming censure
and came to be regarded as the ‘black page’ in Dutch history. This
lecture ventured back to the beginning to probe how the story was
first told. It explored the complicity of seventeenth century printed
texts in projecting an image of the annexation of Banda which
reigned dominant in the seventeenth century. In doing so, it engages
with the post-colonial theorizations of Edward Said and Gloria
Wekker to shed light on the nature of Dutch culture in the period. @
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Fractured Friendships

THE POLITICS OF BEFRIENDING IN
CONFLICT ZONES

27

Dr. Soibam Haripriya
Fulbright Fellow

2nd September, 2021, 03.00 PM

he speaker tried to examine the

manifestation of the culture of fear
on friendships and kin relations, drawing
attention to the predicament of living
in violent places. Violent sites calibrate
relationships of intimacy, be it the familial
or friendship, differently. When the state
covertly regulates friendships and surveils
kinship, acts of mutual suspicion and
betrayals, stand to jeopardize friendships.
For women, it becomes more difficult
to nurture friendship, as their lives are
closely monitored in the name of safety
and real threats of masculine militarized
public space. In such fraught situations, kin
relations and friendships seldom escape
the scrutiny of the state/ non-state; nor can
such relations avoid mutual suspicion and
the anxious impulse of categorizing people
into collaborators, state/non-state agents, or
sympathizers of affiliated groups. °

Investigating the Rich
Past of India - Netherlands
Relations

28

Professor Venu Rajamony
IFS (Retd.)

Professor of Diplomatic Practice, Jindal
Global Law University, Sonipat, Haryana
& Former Ambassador of India to the
Netherlands

10th September, 2021, 04.00 PM

@:e lecture went down byways of past
vents to present vivid snapshots of
India-Netherlands relations.It tried to

bring to life the compelling personalities
whose contributions shaped the Indo-

Dutch discourse and tried to string

together nuggets of little known historical
connections that India and the Netherlands
share. The presentation covered the

story of India and the Netherlands from

past to present, narrating the account of

the Suriname Indians in the Netherlands,
highlighting the success of Dutch
Companies in India and that of Indian
Companies in the Netherlands, and making
many more surprising revelations. Above all,
it was argued that India and the Netherlands
share a cultural resilience which is capable
of outlasting change. °
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RECENT

PUBLICATIONS

KCHR WORKING PAPER SERIES VOL.I

Spaces, Bodies, Absences: Some
Questions While Writing a History of
Trivandrum, ca 1800 - 1930

G. Arunima

Professor, Centre for Women’s Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University
Currently Director, KCHR

@itica{ geographies and urban studies, has recast ways of
tudying towns and cities. This paper is on Trivandrum, and

part of ongoing work on reading the history of Kerala through a lens
of its different religious groups and claimants. This is an attempt

to understand the ways in which towns and cities are produced as

a relationship of bodies and spaces, marking differential claims,
entitlements and erasures. The paper also unpack the paradoxical
ways in which the archive of the city determines both ways in which
its history may be written, while containing significant absences that
limit our understanding of histories of caste, labour or gender that
are critical to a study of city formation. °

KCHR WORKING PAPER SERIES VOL.II

Speaking in Many Tongues :

The Articulation of Violence in the
Poetry by Tamil Women in Sri Lanka
(1981-2009)

Aparna Eswaran

Post Doctoral Fellow, Centre for Women’s
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University

@e paper traces the different articulations of violence found in
he poetry of Tamil women, written during the period of three
decade long (1980-2009) war in Sri Lanka fought over competing
ethnic nationalisms. While there were severe limitations in speaking
out, women who lived through the violence, inflicted on their
bodies and souls, spoke out in many tongues of pain and rage
through poetry. Starting with the first collection of poetry
written by women during the war, aptly titled ‘Sollatha Seithigal’
(Unspoken Messages), this paper bears witness to the nuanced
explorations of surviving and resistance that these texts offer
about being Tamil during the war. °
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. ACADEMIC COLLABORATIONS

KCHR

ACADEMIC
COLLABORATIONS

WORKSHOP

Effective Academic Writing - Early Career
Researcher Skills Development

Workshop 2021

6th to 10th December, 2021, 02.00 PM - 07.00 PM, Zoom

@e Academic Writing Workshop

rganised in collaboration with the
University of Edinburgh, Scotland aimed at
offering training to early career researchers,
post doctoral and doctoral students to write
articles to publish in international peer-
reviewed journals. The workshop also aimed
to train how to write for Grant applications.
The workshop introduced the participants,
the aspects of academic writing and
publishing such as applying for grants, data
management in grant applications, impact
and knowledge exchange in research,
publishing articles and book reviews in
high-impact journals, and maintaining

an online academic presence in today’s
digital age. The sessions consisted of group
discussion, panel discussions, administering
Q&A, exercises and quizzes. The sessions
organised by Dr. Hephzibah Israel, University
of Edinburgh, Dr. John Thomas, IIT
Guwahati and Dr. John Zavos, University

of Manchester was facilitated by eminent
scholars viz., Dr. Talat Ahmed, University

of Edinburgh, Dr. Awanish Kumar, Newton
Fellow, University of Edinburgh, Professor
Crispin Bates, University of Edinburgh,
Rajesh Dey, Commissioning Editor, Sage,
Dr. Ophira Gamliel, University of Glasgow,
Professor William Gould, University of Leeds,
Dr. Michael Heneise, The Arctic University
of Norway, Professor Sanal Mohan, Former
Director, KCHR & Rtd. Professor, School

of Social Sciences, Mahatma Gandhi
University, Dr. Rochelle Pinto, Independent
Scholar, Dorothea Schaefter, Managing
Commissioning Editor, Routledge, and

Dr. Nicole Thiara, Nottingham Trent
University. The workshop, which benefited
20 young scholars, was fully funded by

the British Academy’s Writing Workshops
2020 Programme, supported under the UK
Government’s Global Challenges Research
Fund. ®

Collaboration
with colleges

KCHR signed MoUs for academic
collaborations for a period of five years
with two major colleges of Kerala, viz., P.G.
Department of History & National Service
Scheme, Pavanatma College, Murickassery
and Assumption College, Changanassery.

Scan here for Website and
youtube playlist link

To get regular updates of our programs,
please join our email/whatsapp group. To
join please write to kchrdkp@gmail.com

KERALA

RA
COUNCIL FOR

AR

HISTORICAL RESEARCH

www.kchr.ac.in / www.dkp.kchr.ac.in
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